CHEAPER THAN RESTORING OLD CARS!




CAR SPOTTINGE by Barry Kluczyk



Not all authentic muscle cars have been
restored — not by a long shot. We spot-

ted this 1969 GTO lying in the weeds near
Watkins Glen, N.Y. last summer. It was on
a main road that many enthusiasts take to
the track, so we can only imagine the own-
er has had many knocks on his or her door.

Between Lakeland and Winter Haven,
Florida, we spied this Torino GT — complete
with Laser stripe and shaker scoop — at a
salvage yard that was closed for the day.
The rear quarters were pretty cancerous,
but the car was comparatively straight and
looked like a fine resto candidate for some-
one who didn’t mind replacing a couple of
quarters.

Sure, this 1966 Ranchero needs a grille and
probably a hood, but under all that grime,
er “patina,” is a pretty solid old truck with
good glass. Note the 289 badge on the
front fender, too, which ups the desirability
quotient significantly. It was spotted in the
funky Fremont area of Seattle.

Boat-tail Rivieras aren’t exactly classic mus-
cle cars, but they offered the big-torque
455 and there’s something undeniably cool
about their styling 40 years later. We caught
this one in the Olympic Peninsula area of
Washington State.



The fiberglass folly was someone’s vision of
custom-car greatness in the 19/70s. We're
not sure If it’s kitschy-weird in a cool, ironic
way or just-plain too weird to translate
today. It was positioned prominently with a
“for sale” sign about 60 miles north of De-
trott.

The $4,600 shoe-polish price on the wind-
shield of this Charger was probably a good
Starting point for a car that had the nose-up
attitude of a car without an engine. There
were a couple of other third-generation
Chargers in the yard, too, and if you look
closely, at the car edge of the lot is a '69
Ford Torino fastback. This was rural Indiana.

The same Indiana yard we spotted the
Chargers and Torino fastback was also
home to this past-its-prime Mustang Cobra
Il. For some enthusiasts who came of driv-
ing age after the heyday of the muscle car,
cars from the Seventies and Eighties tug at
their heartstrings and these decaled spe-
cials are at the top of the wish list.

One more from the Indiana yard —a 1961
Ford Sunliner convertible with surprising
good trim and straight flanks. A paint job,
interior and a 400-hp Windsor crate engine
would do this drop-top a world of good.



In Phoenix, near the airport, we spied a
yard crammed full of Sixties goodies, with
our favorite the ‘67 Cougar in the fore-
ground. Sure, the paint was completely
burned off, but the grille halves were in
good shape and we loved the street ma-
chine-era snorkel scoop bonded to the
hood.

Behind the Cougar in Phoenix were at least
a couple of dozen other great candidates,
including a '55 Chevy two-door wagon and
a massive 1960 Lincoln Continental. Look
further back and you’ll see a ’59 Chevy
wagon and a 1964 Plymouth Barracuda.

Out on the Olympic Peninsula in Wash-
ington, we spotted this neglected Camaro
IROC convertible. Again, for enthusiasts
who came of age in a different era, this car
evokes as much passion as spotting a ‘68
Camaro in the same condition 20 years
ago.

Resting and rusting in the weeds near Bay
City, Mich., this 1967 Pontiac LeMans looks
like it has still got some life left in it as a
resto-mod or even a GT0O parts car for a re-
storer who wants authentic GM sheet metal
and other components.



Another LeMans spotted in Michigan —
make that “Lamans,” according to the guy
who didn’t qualify for the spelling bee and
wrote out the obvious on the car's door.
There wasn’t much left on this one except
the frame and body shell, but they were in
good shape.

We spotted this first-generation Bronco in
the Finger Lakes area of New York. In case
you hadn’t noticed, the prices of these early
4x4s are going through the roof, especially
for examples — like this one — that haven’t
had their rear fenders cut out clearance-en-
hancing flares.

The lot near Pittsburgh, Pa., where we spot-
ted this Corvair panel van and Dodge A100
window van must have been home to the
collector of Sixties vans, because there was
also one of Ford’s cab-over Econoline vans
on the property, too.

Like so many old cars out west, this Ford
wagon Is simply waiting along the highway
— in Wyoming — waiting to be adopted by a
new owner. It's easy to see the possibilities
of restoring or resto-modding such a car, but
for rarer body styles without much re-pop
support in the aftermarket, you have to make
sure the glass and trim are in good shape.



If you want to overdose on old iron, con
your spouse into a Phoenix area vacation
and stop by Desert Valley Auto Parts’ North
Phoenix location. They're literally stacked
up like cord wood there and it only costs,
like, a couple of bucks to wander the lot.
Cheap entertainment, indeed.

We found this 1970 Chrysler 300 Hurst edi-
tion on our last visit to Desert Valley Auto
Parts, but it's long gone now. It was in very
restorable condition, but considering only
about 500 were built, it would be kind of
cool to cruise around in it un-restored.

BELOW: You never know where you’ll find
old vehicles. We spotted this gorgeous
1966 Ford 4x4 in an affluent Seattle neigh-
borhood that was otherwise filled with
Volvos, Mercedes-Benzes and BMWs. It
was clearly not a neglected classic, but car
spotting doesn’t have to limited to those
rusting in peace.
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